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Submissions for future newsletters 

The editor welcomes correspondence, articles, news and any other items Old Pharosians’ would 

like to see included in future newsletters – don’t be shy! These can be emailed to: 

John.robertson8664@gmail.com 

 

The newsletter will be published in January and July of each year. In order to allow for editing and 

formatting, the closing date for submissions will be: 

• 31 May for the July edition 

• 30 November for the January edition 

 

 

 

 

mailto:John.robertson8664@gmail.com


 

1 
 

NEWS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 2019—2020 
 

President Sir William Fittall (1964 – 72) 

Past President Dr. John Allingham (1974 – 82) 

Chairman Jack Kremer (1943 – 49) 

Secretary Philip Harding (1967 – 75) 

Asst. Secretary Position vacant  

Treasurer Jonathan Fullarton 

Jonathan.Fullarton@mfw.co.uk 

(1997 – 2004) 

Membership 

Secretary, 

Webmaster 

Paul Skelton 

1905-2005@DoverGrammar.co.uk 

(1972 – 79) 

(1979 – 2005) 

Newsletter John Robertson 

John.Robertson8664@gmail.com 

(1976 – 83) 

Archivist Position vacant  

Auditor Neil Beverton (1974 – 80) 

Committee Barry Crush (1948 – 56), to retire 2020 

Rev. John Philpott (1955 – 63), to retire 2020 

Mick Palmer (1959 – 66), to retire 2020 

Maurice Smith (1959 – 89), to retire 2021 

Roger Gabriel (1966 – 73), to retire 2021 

Terry Sutton (1940 – 47), Co-opted 2014 

Peter Burville (1946 – 51), Co-opted 2014 

 

Headteacher Mr Philip Horstrup 

 

(2018 - ) 

Website http://dovergrammar.co.uk  

Email 1905-2005@DoverGrammar.co.uk  

Twitter @DGSBPharosians  

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/440388319493377/  

   

 

Objects of the Association 
 
The objects of the Association are to advance the education of the pupils in the School; by 
providing and assisting in the provision of facilities for education at the School (not normally 
provided by the Local Authority) and as ancillary thereto and in furtherance of this object the 
Association may: 
  
(a) foster more extended relationships between the staff, old boys and others associated 
with the School: and  
(b) engage in activities which support the School and advance the education of the pupils 
attending it. 
 

mailto:Jonathan.Fullarton@mfw.co.uk
mailto:1905-2005@DoverGrammar.co.uk
mailto:John.Robertson8664@gmail.com
http://dovergrammar.co.uk/
mailto:1905-2005@DoverGrammar.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/440388319493377/
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OLD PHAROSIANS ASSOCIATION 

 
Minutes of Committee Meeting held at the School on Thursday 5th March 2020. 

 

Present: President Sir William Fittall, Headteacher Phil Horstrup, Hon. Secretary Phil Harding, 

Treasurer Jonathan Fullarton, Peter Burville, Mick Palmer, Paul Skelton, Maurice Smith, Rev 

John Philpott, Terry Sutton, Barry Crush. 

Apologies: Newsletter Editor John Robertson, Roger Gabriel 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the President proposed that Barry Crush be co-

opted to the Committee. This was agreed unanimously. 

Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 6th November 2019 were approved and agreed. 

The President reported that he had: 

- Recently visited Michael Hinton who was physically frail but otherwise in good form 

- Sent the link for the video to Paul Skelton to distribute via Bravenet 

Finance and Membership: Jon Fullarton reported that he had paid £1000 for the recent video 

and was awaiting a bank statement (amount in accounts subsequently confirmed as being 

£7625.90). Paul Skelton reported that there are 320 Life Members and 169 annual members 

Newsletter: The latest edition of the Newsletter had recently been e-mailed to members. Hard 

copies were available at the meeting. 

Headteacher’s Report: Phil Horstrup gave a detailed update as follows: 

- There is an Old Pharosians section on the new School website 

- The library is now a classroom. This is part of Stage 1 of the move to the new buildings, as 

the History mobile classrooms on the top field have been emptied. A pre-construction meeting 

will be held tomorrow, followed by the signing of contracts next week. 

- The Leadership Team is to be expanded over the next two years 

- Advice is being received over the Coid-19 virus 

Website: The President reported that the new website continues to be a work in progress. 

Thanks were recorded to Richard Andrews. 

AGM: It was agreed that the AGM would be held on Saturday 26 th September, and that the 

day should include lunch and some pre-lunch entertainment, to be discussed and agree at the 

next meeting 

Any Other Business: Maurice Smith enquired about talks to school leavers encouraging them 

to join the OP. The President and Headteacher would liaise over this 

The meeting concluded at 18.26. 
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Minutes of committee meeting held on-line on Thursday 22nd May 2020. 

Present: President Sir William Fittall, Headteacher Phil Horstrup, Hon. Secretary Phil Harding, 

Treasurer Jonathan Fullarton, Peter Burville, Barry Crush, Roger Gabriel. 

Apologies: Newsletter Editor John Robertson, Maurice Smith, Rev John Philpott, Mick Palmer, 

Paul Skelton 

Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held in March were approved and agreed.  

Finance & Membership: Jon Fullarton reported that there is £7664 in the account 

Newsletter: John Robertson had circulated information, and all is in hand for the next edition.  

Headteacher’s Report: Phil Horstrup gave a detailed update as follows: 

- The School has been closed to most students since 20th March. It has remained open 
for children of key workers.  

- Planning is underway for some face-to-face teaching with students in Years 10 and 12 
after half-term.  

- A normal return in September is looking unlikely. There may be a blend of on-line and 
face-to-face learning, with a maximum of 15 students in a classroom.  

- The staff have been “amazing” in putting work on-line. Unfortunately, not all students 
have access to a computer.  

- There has been a delay in the building project and some timescale adjustments have 
had to be made. It is expected that the contract will be signed in the first week of June, 
and work will start later in the month. This will push back the handover to September 
2022. Various enabling works have already been carried out, including erecting fencing 
around Leney’s Field.  

Roger Gabriel asked if the School has sufficient supplies of PPE and the Headteacher replied 

that it has, Moreover, it has been making PPE in the D&T workshops. 

AGM: It was agreed that the AGM would be held on Saturday 26th September as an on-line 

meeting starting at 3 o’clock. 

Any Other Business: Roger Gabriel suggested that the OPA could assist the School by 

purchasing laptops / tablets for those students who do not have access to on-line learning. A 

donation of £1000 was agreed, subject to the approval of other committee members. It was 

also agreed to notify members of the need for these laptops / tablets in case they wish to 

contribute. 

Barry Crush asked if the “Fiat Lux” sign above the stage will be moved to the new building. The 

headteacher confirmed that it will be.     

The meeting concluded at 17.45. 
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Editor’s Welcome. 

Welcome to what could best be described as the ‘lockdown edition’ of the Old Pharosian’s 

newsletter. As I write, single person household ‘bubbling’ has just been allowed and we look 

forward to the reopening of non-essential shops. These, along with the concepts of self-

isolation, social distancing and shielding would have been unthinkable six months ago. What a 

strange world we live in! 

It seems with the publication of each newsletter, a couple more OPs are encouraged to put pen 

to paper (or finger to keyboard as is more common nowadays) to share their memories of school 

life and friends. I am grateful to everyone who has provided items for the newsletter. I belive 

these personal and unique contributions broaden the interest and enhance the richness of our 

biannual news round up. I really do encourage you to add your voice to those who have written 

for the newsletter. If you have already penned an item, please encourage your friends and 

contemporaries to share their thoughts; also, do feel free to write again. 

In this edition we have contributions from former pupils Tony Bradley, Alistair ‘Scottie’ Gardener, 

John Newman and Jonathan Todhunter. I was particularly pleased to receive reflections of life 

in school from former headmaster Michael Hinton, who led DGSB through most of the sixties. I 

hope you find Michael’s reminiscences as interesting as I did. I’m grateful to Terry Sutton who, 

continues to provide updates, anecdotes and items of local interest for the newsletter; also to 

Paul Skelton for providing snippets and clippings from the local newspapers. 

In his notes, William touches on changes in the country arising from the general election and 

Brexit, whilst reflecting on the challenges and opportunities the COVID-19 emergency has 

brought. From watching historic television broadcasts using the BBC’s streaming service, to 

attending ‘virtual’ church services and meetings, William has shared his experiences of 

maintaining contact whilst moving to an online world. 

With necessity being the mother of invention, we hear about May’s OP committee meeting 

which was the first to be held online. Given the success of that meeting and ongoing uncertainty 

about movement and socialising restrictions, the committee have also decided to hold this 

year’s OP AGM online.  William talks enthusiastically about keeping in touch and sharing 

memories through the OP Association. Along with the benefits of maintaining close links with 

the school, we hear about a couple of school projects the OPA has recently been able to support 

financially. 

Phil Horstrup is incredibly supportive of the OPA, and continues to foster strong links with the 

association. Despite having the unenvious task of running DGSB during what he describes as 

somewhat gloomy times, Phil has taken time to keep us updated. 

Phil tells us of the fantastic effort which continues to be made by all school staff to support 

students in their learning, be that from home for most or in school for some. From reflections 

on a postponed international school visit to the vital task of compiling school assessed exam 

grades, we hear how the school and Phil’s team have adapted and gone the extra mile in the 

face of the current emergency. In keeping with his ‘glass half full’ outlook, there is good news 

about the start of work on the new school buildings. 

I hope you enjoy this round up of news from and about our school. Please do get in touch to 

share your own news and memories of DGSB or to let me know of any additions you’d like to 

see in future newsletters. 

John Robertson – June 2020 
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Notes from the President 

It seems a different world from when I penned something for the last newsletter on 4 December. 

The first December general election since 1923 swept away the political deadlock of the 

previous couple of years and at the end of January we left the European Union. It was only a 

few months after I had left school in the summer of 1972 that we had joined, so it does feel very 

much like back to the future. 

And now something more remarkable still has happened. Even those of us whose memories 

stretch back further than we care to admit have never experienced the disruption to our daily 

routine imposed to reduce the threat from Coronavirus (though the wartime generation 

experienced disruptions of a different kind). 

It has all been well intended and public support for the lockdown in the UK has been strong. 

Even so, I suspect that the wisdom of all the decisions taken by government and the justification 

for the advice proffered by scientists will be much crawled over once the crisis is passed. 

Similarly, despite the widespread relief that the Groundhog Day over Brexit is over, I shall be 

surprised if we’ve heard the last of arguments over both the wisdom of the decision now taken 

and over the sort of relationship we should have, from outside the Union in years to come, with 

our European neighbours. 

A sense of perspective is important when trying to understand events as vast as these. So it 

was good, just before the virus struck, to have had the chance to go and talk to Michael Hinton 

in February, at the clergy nursing home near Lingfield where he is resident. Michael’s PhD was 

on the general elections of 1806 and 1807, held during the Napoleonic Wars and just after Pitt’s 

death had destabilised British politics. Though physically frail at 92, Michael, our oldest 

surviving headmaster, remains razor sharp. He helped set current excitements within the 

broader sweep of history. 

I have tried to keep busy during the lockdown with a couple of local charities that I chair and 

with our two local churches which have had to branch out online since our doors were shut. 

Even so, I’ve found myself watching more television than usual and have derived particular 

pleasure from revisiting the BBC’s election night coverage of the 1964 general election which 

has been available on iPlayer. 

An acquired taste, I know, but the election occurred about six weeks after I started at the 

Grammar School in September 1964 and seeing the old black and white coverage with Richard 

Dimbleby in the studio, Alan Whicker in Trafalgar Square and Bob Mackenzie manoeuvring the 

swingometer to discern whether Alec Douglas Hume or Harold Wilson had won brought back 

floods of memories. 

I can remember staying up to see some of the programme and also going to school on the 

Friday morning when no one was yet sure who had won, given how neck and neck the race 

was. It was the Dover result at about 12.45pm on the Friday (David Ennals from Sir John 

Arbuthnot with a majority of just 418) which removed the final doubt that Labour would-just-

have an overall majority. 

It’s strange how old memories come back to jolt you in life when you least expect them. Soon 

after I went to work in the Cabinet Office in 1995 as Chief of the Assessments Staff a new chair 

of the Joint Intelligence Committee (my boss) arrived, the experienced diplomat, Colin Budd. 

After a while it emerged that he had grown up in East Kent and was the son of Bernard Budd, 

who had been the Liberal candidate in that 1964 election as well as a great friend of Gordon 
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King’s. You can take a boy out of Dover but you can’t take Dover out of the boy! Your 

Association exists so that we can continue to nourish our memories, have news of friends from 

the past and above all stay in touch with and support the school that helped launch us onto the 

world. We gave the school £1000 in December to help create a photographic record of the 

school-including by drone- before the new build starts on the top field and have also now given 

a further £1000 to help the school provide IT kit for pupils who are trying to study at home 

without access to a tablet or laptop. If you’d like to supplement our gift so that more pupils are 

helped, just email our Treasurer Jonathan Fullarton - (jonathan.fullarton@mfwdover.co.uk). 

Given all the uncertainties over when the restrictions on gatherings will be lifted your Committee 

has decided that this year’s AGM should be held online by Zoom. While far from ideal, this will 

enable some of you who wouldn’t have been able to travel-including perhaps some who are 

overseas- to participate. Don’t worry if you haven’t been for years. Just join us online at 3pm 

on Saturday 26 September. We’ll finish not later than 4.30pm. The school will host the meeting 

for us so that we can run on beyond the 40 minute free limit. 

There should still be one last chance for us to gather in the old school buildings in 2021 before 

the new buildings open in 2022. This year’s meeting will be a chance to hear more about the 

project as well as how the school has been coping with the coronavirus disruption. To get the 

Zoom link for the meeting please email me - (william.fittall@gmail.com) - and I’ll ensure that it’s 

sent to you in good time. 

William Fittall 

 

Headteacher’s update 

I think it would be an understatement to say that the last eight or nine weeks have been anything 

other than hugely disruptive and extremely challenging for all of us at DGSB and indeed across 

the whole country. I know that many of you will have your own stories to tell of how Covid-19 

has impacted on your life and your families’ lives, and my genuine hope and wish for you all at 

this hugely difficult time is that you are managing to keep safe and to look after yourselves and 

your loved ones. I am struck by the absolute need at the moment to make sure that we all 

continue to be kind to one another and to value and promote those aspects of daily life that are 

going to help see us through this crisis.  

As I write, I should have been accompanying 45 of our students and 4 colleagues to Miami to 

take part in a visit to Coral Glades High School. Sadly, this visit - along with so many other 

opportunities for our students and staff - has had to be postponed due to the Covid-19 

pandemic. Likewise, this term should have seen our classrooms full of students preparing for 

GCSE and A Level examinations, none of which of course is now going to take place. Instead, 

we are currently busy finalising our centre assessed grades which will be sent to the 

examination boards for standardisation before being awarded to students in August. 

In essence, these are strange and very challenging times. But as the proverb goes “A smooth 

sea never made a skilful mariner”. Despite everything that is going on, I remain an optimist – a 

glass half full person. That is not to underplay the tremendous difficulties that so many members 

of our DGSB and wider community are facing, and the worries that this pandemic brings. 

Rather, I am choosing to think about what these times will teach me, and indeed all of us, and 

to think of better days ahead. And they will come. This, too, shall pass and we will all be together 

again. 

mailto:jonathan.fullarton@mfwdover.co.uk
mailto:william.fittall@gmail.com
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In the meantime, we continue to do all we can to support our students’ and their families. I 

would like to pay tribute in this report to all my staff who have worked so hard since the period 

of national school closure began in late March, both in terms of setting and assessing remote 

learning and also coming into school to supervise the children of key worker parents. Our 

teachers and support colleagues have gone above and beyond in every sense, and I am 

incredibly proud to be their headteacher. Our pastoral support and SEND colleagues have 

made it their mission to contact students and provide additional support whenever and wherever 

they can; our finance team has grappled for days with hugely frustrating online systems to 

ensure our most vulnerable students receive the free school meal vouchers to which they are 

entitled and to source additional hardware and equipment for students and staff who need it; 

and our Governors and all of you as Old Pharosians have been hugely supportive of what we 

are trying to do for our students. I could not be more grateful. 

On a more positive note, I am pleased to report that we anticipate that work will begin on our 

new school build at the end of June, with, as a consequence, a slightly later handover date than 

originally scheduled. The start of these works will, I hope, provide a ray of light in an otherwise 

somewhat gloomy world. 

Next term and indeed next academic year will of course bring further challenges. This terrible 

virus does not look like it has any intention of disappearing any time soon and we have to hope, 

therefore, that a vaccine or some other treatment can be found without undue delay. However, 

as the current custodian of this fine institution, I promise you that we will continue to act in the 

best interests of everybody connected with DGSB as we plot a course towards happier times.  

Thank you all for your continued support and please take good care of yourselves. 

Fiat Lux 

Phil Horstrup, May 2020 

Mr Philip Horstrup - currently reading "Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close", by Jonathan Safran 
Foer 
Headteacher 
Dover Grammar School for Boys 
www.dgsb.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dgsb.co.uk/
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STOP PRESS! 

As the newsletter was receiving its finishing touches, news came through that construction had 

started on the new school build. Phil Horstrup sent these photos showing preparation of the site 

and excavation of the foundations beginning. 
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Whilst I realise news of the development will be received with mixed feelings by OPs, this is an 

important milestone for the school. We will keep you updated as construction progresses and 

bring you updates about how elements of the current school will be incorporated with the new 

building. 
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Form VI Arts in 1948 

By Tony Bradley 

I entered form VI Arts in September 1948.  The most striking difference from the large numbers 

in the sixth form today is that in 1948 the two years of VI Arts were taught together - five seniors 

were starting a second year in the form, and the five juniors entering from Form V. We met in 

the small room over the Head's study, with magnificent views over the school playground, the 

whole of Dover, including the castle and harbour, and of course the channel.  From this vantage, 

we could check the times of the cross-channel ferries sailing to and from Calais, Boulogne and 

Ostend. 

We were a privileged group.  In the upper year was Michael Bax, whose home was in the 

Alkham valley; Lester Borley, from Deal; Tudor Davies, whose father was a Trinity House pilot; 

John R Kenway, from a village near St Margaret's Bay; and Denis G Weaver, who lived over 

the family business (William Giraud, the printers and stationers) in Castle Street.  In my year, 

there was Brian Ashby, from Deal, who left at Christmas with a scholarship at the Royal Naval 

College, Dartmouth, and made his career in the Royal Marines; Roger T Burbridge (whose 

father was a Trinity House pilot);  Malcolm J Edwards (from River, whose father had a bakery 

business in London Road);  Peter G Hearn (from Stonehall, whose father worked for the 

Southern Railway);  and myself, from Kearsney. 

The curriculum for Higher Certificate (A-levels were as yet in the future) was prescribed as 

being English, French, Latin, plus either History or Geography - the time-table was filled out 

with non-examination subjects such as PE, art, music and economics. 

Our teachers in 1948-49 were an experienced if elderly group - for English, Rev William Uncles 

(with whom we studied 18th and 19th century poetry); for French, William Wilton Baxter (who 

in our first class lectured to us in French on the history of drama); for European History, SF 

Willis (who also taught music) and for English History, JC Booth (the head, who shared with us 

his university notes); for Geography, the inspiring and sporting KH Ruffell; and for Latin, the 

hard-working and reliable EG ('Ego') Smith.  Within a year or two, a new wave of teachers that 

included W H Mittins (English), J P Marriott (French) and W E Lister (History) had replaced the 

old guard. 

I am lucky to be in touch still with Tudor Davies (who studied law at Aberystwyth, and became 

a solicitor in central Wales) and Peter Hearn, who as the school's champion athlete went on to 

have an illustrious career in the RAF, led the famous parachuting team, the Falcons, and 

created a new career as an author and a story-teller.  I know that three of the others are 

deceased.  Denis Weaver alone stayed in Dover, where he had a successful business career 

with a bookshop in the Market Square and the Buckland Press, making international friends in 

the Rotary movement, and serving Dover as a JP and as a school governor.  Roger Burbridge 

left the school after a year that included stormy moments with JC Booth and went with his father 

to the USA, becoming a psychologist; he died in Sedona, Arizona in 2008.  Lester Borley CBE 

had a brilliant career as a geographer with vast experience of marketing cultural tourism, 

becoming Chief Executive of the Scottish and English Tourist Boards, Director of the National 

Trust for Scotland and Secretary General of Europa Nostra, a body that promotes knowledge 

of the culture of Europe; he died in Scotland last year at the age of 88. 

Michael Bax went on to study at the London School of Economics; J R Kenway studied History 

at Nottingham University and Malcolm Edwards studied French, also at Nottingham University.  

But I have no knowledge of their subsequent careers. Now of an age when I look back at 1948 
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with rose-tinted spectacles, I wonder what the ten members of Form Sixth Arts would have to 

say to each other were we all able to meet again after 70 years.   Maybe we could reminisce 

about the memorable performances of Shaw's Saint Joan (produced by R W Murphy in 

December 1948) in which all but two of us were to take part. 

More seriously, later news of any of the form would be welcomed by me! Contact me by email 

at: awbradley@aol.com 

 
 

Old Pharosians’ Association 

‘Online’ Annual General Meeting 

26 September 2020 - 3:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As William mentioned earlier in this newsletter, with continuing uncertainty about gatherings 

and social distancing, your committee has decided to hold this year’s OPA annual general 

meeting online. 

The meeting will start at 3:00pm on Saturday 26 September and is expected to last no more 

than 1 ½ hours. 

You will be able to join the AGM using the Zoom videoconferencing system. You will need to 

email William to let him know you’d like to join the online AGM: 

william.fittall@gmail.com 

Please make sure you contact William as soon as possible, and by 25 September at the latest, 

so the link/invitation to join the meeting can be sent to you in good time. 

Thanks again to Headteacher Phil Horstrup for supporting the OPA by facilitating access to the 

videoconferencing system. 

mailto:awbradley@aol.com
mailto:william.fittall@gmail.com
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Old Pharosians’ news and ‘autobiographies’ 

Michael Hinton – Headmaster 1960 - 68 
 

Eight happy years 

Your editor has asked me to write about the school in the years of my headship 1960-8. I am 

glad to do so, not least because they share with the ten years I later spent as a parish priest at 

Shepherdswell the distinction of being the happiest and most fulfilling times of my life. 

I was appointed head without seeing the town or the school. When, after the interview, I was 

driven through Dover I found the journey dreary, and began to wonder what I had let myself in 

for; but when I saw the buildings and the magnificent view from the head’s study, I was 

overwhelmed. Fred Whitehouse, the first head, aimed high in more ways than one, and gave 

the school a distinctive character. Its situation, its architecture, and such features as the 

assembly hall and the organ marked it out as something more than a run of the mill local 

authority grammar school; as was surely his intention.  

Shortly before my appointment the school had been designated as providing technical as well 

as academic facilities, receiving in the process additional workshop accommodation and taking 

a wider range of ability. Almost at once we became four-form entry instead of three, and that 

fact, together with the huge expansion in 6th form numbers during my time, meant that we were 

always over-crowded, the staff room hideously so. Looking back, I’m surprised that the staff put 

up with it, as they did with the many changes I introduced. They could have made life difficult 

for me – all save one were older than I and most were long-serving veterans - but they tolerated 

me in the most remarkable fashion, and apart from occasional displays of personal 

temperament we rubbed along happily. I was much blessed in my deputies – first Mr Archer 

and later Mr Walker – who steered me away from personal collisions and tempered my wilder 

notions; the five minutes I spent with them first thing each morning were among the most 

valuable of the day. 

The school was still small enough for me to know every boy, and I interviewed everyone at 

critical stages in his school career. I widened the curriculum and required every boy to study 

both arts and science subjects up to GCE level. I also introduced general studies to encourage 

sixth formers to avoid narrow specialisation. I did everything I could to help the ablest boys 

achieve their highest ambitions. Looking back, I think I did too little for the less able. I met all 

sorts however in the productions I put on most years, ranging from Gilbert and Sullivan 

operettas to ‘Hamlet’ and ‘The Merry Wives of Windsor’.  We used to get full houses; parents 

were more supportive in the days before TV provided a counterattraction. 

Like the staff the parents were happy to tolerate me; for most it was a source of immense pride 

that their sons had obtained places at the school, and they were happy to leave their sons’ care 

in my hands. Their largest ever turnout was on the evening when I announced I was introducing 

sex education. It consisted in four lectures given by myself, of a highly moralistic nature and 

lacking detail in the areas the boys themselves would have been most interested in. 

In everything I did I was supported by the governors, local figures of importance led by the 

saintly David Bradley. We shared them with the Girls’ G.S, the heads of which in my time - Miss 

Sargent and Miss Kay – were both good friends and wise advisers. I got on well too with Ken 

Farmer, head of Astor School; we and the other local heads spent many hours trying and failing 

to think up a scheme for comprehensivising Dover which would satisfy all parties. I came to the 



 

13 
 

personal conclusion that I should support comprehensive schools on Christian grounds, but my 

heart was reluctant to follow my head: a situation which caused me considerable angst then 

and later. But although I became in due course a committed supporter of the comprehensive 

ideal I still remember the years at DGSB as halcyon ones, and cherish them as I do those old 

boys who still kindly keep in touch and remind me of a thousand pleasures from the years gone 

by. 

 

John Newman – 1957 - 64 

John Newman - johnnewman@waitrose.com 

Dear Mr Robertson, 

Thank you very much for the copy of the Old Pharosians magazine, which reached me about a 

fortnight ago. I can only apologise that this e-mail is not written rather sooner. To be updated 

each year on what is happening in my old school , and also to receive news of contemporaries 

is an annual treat. 

I was a student at DGSB from 1957-64, and know that I owe the school and those who worked 

there so much, both in terms of the main schoolwork and also everything outside the classroom. 

Having read Sir John Mummery’s account of life at DGSB, I thought that I might try to write 

something similar in case it may be of any use to you at some point. 

I can well remember my first day at the school in September 1957. A group of us from St Martin’s 

walked up Astor Avenue on a warm autumn day in over-large blazers, caps pulled well down, 

and still mostly in shorts, and, as I later learned, with at least some of our mothers following us 

at a discreet distance to make sure that we were all right. We arrived in the playground to look 

at the lists to find out what form we were in – because our year was so big and also because a 

form of those passing the eleven plus at technical level had been added, there was an extra 

form for our year – and, once the bell went, we went to find our form rooms and meet our form 

teacher for 1A, Mr AS Pitceathly, a kindly and gruff Scot who taught Maths and Latin, (and three 

years later said to me “Clever little brother you’ve got – and he’s neat!” – it’s funny how these 

things stick in the memory, and it makes me smile and wonder what my students remember me 

for like that.) 

My impression is that academic life through the school, went fairly smoothly. We had a 

succession of good teachers and I would like to think that I was helped to make good progress, 

indeed such that I was one of four in my year selected to miss the fifth form and be “hurdled” 

into the sixth form when I was not quite 15 – we were the last January to December intake. At 

A Level I was taught History by Messrs EW Lister, R Peacock, and WG King; Latin by Mr EG 

Smith (which mercifully seemed to require less work than my other A Levels); English by Mr 

RW Murphy (who taught me the value of teaching through laughter, and I thoroughly enjoyed 

the course, even if it was the hardest for me of my A Levels and he later asked me how I had 

done so well!); and later Music with Mr KF Best. I hope that Mr Lister was pleased that seven 

of the eleven members of our set achieved a grade A and two of us distinctions at S Level – I 

know how much I would value helping my students achieve such results. 

I am especially grateful for so many opportunities outside the classroom, and would wish to 

stress this given present obsessions about academic results. I particularly owe Mr Best a huge 

debt – he taught me to sight read and a lot of what I know about singing technique, and that 

plus seven years in the school choir has been the foundation of an on-going lifetime of choral 

mailto:johnnewman@waitrose.com
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singing and latterly opera too. I have Messrs Ruffell and Pitceathly to thank for a lifetime of 

addiction to cricket, and I was still playing village cricket until my mid 60s. I must also thank Dr 

Hinton for the big school productions, which were a highlight of my time at DGSB (and I think 

that I can still sing “Patience”’s Lady Jane from memory, if an octave lower these days). I also 

think of chess, fencing, trying (as a non-athlete) to achieve athletics standards, and years of 

fun playing rugby and basketball. I must confess to avoiding cross-country runs where possible, 

even if I did not resort to the tactics of one contemporary (Mike) who allegedly hid in the bushes 

and then timed his return so that he appeared to be third or fourth as he did the final lap to great 

cheers. 

One particular memory is the view over Dover from the playground, and I especially recall how 

it looked when it was so misty that the valleys were filled. 

After Dover I spent four very happy years at Emmanuel College Cambridge reading History, 

and I especially enjoyed Part ii with its document work and also the introduction to Economics 

that it afforded. As with school, I value what happened outside the course at least as much as 

the course itself, not least four years of superb choral singing and a chapel life that was very 

important to me. 

After getting my PGCE it was a case of finding a job somewhere – it turned out to be at Midhurst 

in West Sussex, where I taught for nearly forty years in what was called the local grammar 

school but was in fact a non-selective comprehensive school. I found myself in a nice place 

with a lot of nice people – I had never intended to stay there so long, but there was never any 

important reason to move on. I met my wife there, and she went on to be Head of Music for 

most of her career there. Our daughter and son also went to the school. I also did quite a lot of 

union work, which, since I am the grandson, son, and nephew of local politicians and trade 

unionists is, I suppose, in the blood, but I was West Sussex secretary of what was the ATL for 

some years and did quite a lot of negotiating at county and school level. There was always lots 

to do in school – I was a year head for nearly twenty years, and taught History, Politics, 

Economics, and Law to A Level at various times. 

I have now been retired for eleven and a half years. Sadly I was widowed seven years ago, but 

otherwise I have really enjoyed and tried to make good use of retirement, with lots of singing, 

both choral and opera; playing the organ in a village church; trying to learn three languages; 

some travel (outside school holidays!); and a little union work, politics, and working with 

refugees. 

I remain eternally grateful for so much that Dover Grammar School and the consummate 

professionals who worked there gave me – so many skills, knowledge, and opportunities, and 

they gave me an excellent foundation for the fifty five years (so far!) that have followed. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Newman 
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Alistair ‘Scotty’ Gardner 

John, 

What follows is not really about my experiences of School days at DGSB, although some, but 

you might find it "newsworthy". 

I well remember arriving at the School in 1951 and going into Middle 2. My background was as 

different as chalk from cheese from my new schoolmates, many of whom didn't seem to have 

ever travelled far out of Kent, and my schooling was vastly different---no England- centred 

history, no England- centred geography, Spanish instead of French, even some Hindi and 

Nepali, etc.,etc. 

I had just come from a posh school in Kingston, Jamaica. I had previously lived in India for 

several years where my father was an Agent for a large Scottish company. I had sailed around 

the World, forward and back from India a couple of times, nearly been sunk in the Bay of Biscay 

in 1940 in an attack by German bombers returning from a raid on Portsmouth as our solitary 

liner raced for Cape Town and the route to Ceylon, crossed the Equator twice and had arrived 

back in Britain by troopship loaded with soldiers and servicemen of all types and many brightly 

patched Italian prisoners of war in a large fully destroyer- escorted convoy from Bombay in 

1944. 

We passed through the Suez Canal, the Mediterranean and Gibraltar a couple of weeks before 

D-Day and arrived at Liverpool after sailing all round Ireland so as not to alert the Germans to 

any shipping activity in the seas bordering western Europe. 

I had attended schools in India, Scotland and in Northern Ireland and was a pupil at Berwick-

on-Tweed Grammar School prior to leaving for the West Indies on the Empress of Australia, a 

luxury liner originally built for Kaiser Wilhelm's triumphal cruise around the World after his victory 

in the First World War.  I had experienced many different cultures and religions and their people 

and enjoyed the warmth of tropical climates and their flora and forma, not to mention their food-

--no rationing there and bananas a-plenty. 

Incidentally, the Empress of Australia was the ship that brought Terry Sutton back from his 

sterling National Service days in Egypt. 

And apart from all that, I was a valiant, red-haired Scot--- Scotland the Brave. Was I different 

from my new schoolmates ?? You bet I was !! ---and I got quite a lot of teasing from these new 

classmates, a lot of it quite nasty and motivated by envy, until I threatened to thump a few and 

went on to demonstrate sporting prowess. 

But that's another story!!. 

Alistair ( Scotty) Gardiner. 
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Jonathan Todhunter 
 
From: Jonathan and Joanne Todhunter 

Sent: Sunday, March 08, 2020 11:16 AM 
To: 'OLD PHAROSIANS' 

Subject: RE: DGSB VIDEOS 

Thank you. 

Playing Clarinet in Bugsy Malone brought back many memories! 

Matt Clackett on sax, Neil Slater on bassoon, David Alcindor on Trombone, a Bundy on trumpet, 
Farrell on piano, Adrian Boynton conducting and …gosh, can’t remember the other names at 
this point in time! 

Thank you so much for sharing. 

Watching from Australia brought back many memories of my life at DGSB and my very close 
involvement with all things musical, whilst at the School. 

What is happening with the organ in the re-development? I spent many hours playing the 
instrument – especially in the year that Adrian Boynton left and the School did not appoint a 
music teacher – so Matt and I had to go down to DGGS for our A level music lessons! Not great 
– and provided a huge distraction – but I still played for assemblies etc. and even conducted a 
choir several times in that year for events! 

Great memories, 

Thank you 

Jonathan Todhunter - Ex – Dep Head Boy 

Currently – Prep Director of Music - The King’s School, Sydney 

 

Terry Sutton and Michael Hinton – On being made redundant. 

The Reverend Michael Hinton and Old Pharosian Terry Sutton, both columnists on the Dover 

Express for many months, have both been made "redundant" by the newspaper. Newspaper 

owners Reach explained that, as they were standing down employees, there could hardly retain 

columnists! 

Terry, aged 91, said: "Strange being made redundant after 71 years writing for the Express. 

And no redundancy pay-out"!! 

Reach said they would be welcomed back when the virus epidemic was over. Terry 

commented: "That could be years ahead. Probably I won't bother." 
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Phil Eydon – 1980 – 87 

From Terry Sutton 

Phil Eyden (our school 1980-1987) is the author of a successful book about a little known 
Commando Raid from Dover on the Pas de Calais coast. 

Phil went on from DGSB to gain a degree in history and archaeology. He "retired" from 
archaeology to become a civil servant and now works for the Home Office at Dover. 

His chief interest is the history and preservation of Dover's Western Heights (about which he 
gives talks) and discovered that at some stage during the 1939-45 war Lord Lovat and his 
Commando was based at the Heights. 

His book, Dover's Forgotten Commando Raid, is a recommended read. 

 

Alistair ‘Scotty’ Gardner 

Memories of Mike Sharp 

John, 

I was very sad to read in the last Newsletter that Mike Sharp had passed on. 

I knew that he was very unwell but that news was still a bit of a shock.  I know, of course, that 

at our age the Obituary column begins to feature rather more in our lives----if that isn't an 

oxymoron of some sort, 

I knew Mike quite well for more than 65 years---he was a very valuable asset to have in the 

scrum when a bit of grunt was needed---- and, although I didn't meet him very often, except at 

the Old Pharosians' Dinners, I occasionally bumped into him and Margaret in unexpected 

places 

One such sticks out in my memory. 

My sister and I were on holiday in south Spain.  One day we decided to visit Gibraltar, which 

wasn't very far away. 

Gibraltar is a fascinating place and,  after visiting the Post Office to send off some cards, we 

set off to explore the underground tunnels and vaults of that great limestone monolith.  That 

visit is a must for anybody visiting "The Rock". 

Entering the tunnel, we were in almost complete darkness but followed the little floor lights, so 

thoughtfully provided. 

Eventually, we arrived in the great central cavern which provides such a superb, echo- free 

auditorium for concerts.  Close by were smaller caverns where we could look down on 

wonderful stalactites and stalagmites cut and lit up to show the beautiful coloured cross-

sections. 

The actual viewing galleries were quite small and only allowed two or three people at once to 

view. 
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So, I waited in the darkness of the small cavern whilst my sister had her turn. 

I peered around in the gloom and became aware of a round shining object at about head height 

in one corner.  As I squinted in the darkness I involuntarily exclaimed the recognition that came 

into my mind----"Mike Sharp" !! 

A voice from the darkness replied----"Yes" and the great man himself emerged. 

 

Jonathan Wheeler and David Slater 

From Terry Sutton 

Two Old Pharosians are playing leading roles in Christians Together in Dover. 

Jonathan Wheeler, of the Baptist Church, is the leader of the team of volunteers who provide 

Dover's Foodbank, run under the umbrella of CTiD. 

David Slater (St Mary's in the Castle-CoE) is the lead port chaplain at Dover and also chaplain 

at the Channel Tunnel. He regularly joins a broadcasting panel set up by BBC Radio Kent at 

Tunbridge Wells. 

 

JUNE 2020 The Archivist Ephemitus’s Corner 

 

Items For Sale 

Please note that the costs quoted for the items below are all minima and any extra money would 

be welcomed by the School. The quoted postage costs only apply to UK addresses, other areas 

will have to be dealt with separately with the School. The purchasing arrangements for all items 

are the same: sending a cheque for the appropriate amount (perhaps plus a little), payable to 

“DGSB”, to the Dover Grammar School for Boys, Astor Avenue, DOVER, CT17 0DQ, 01304 

206117. 

The “Bugsy Malone, Dover Grammar School 09MAR1989” production, is now recorded on two 

DVDs. The viewing offered covers “behind the scenes” activities as well as the stage production 

and musical accompaniment. The School Junior Boys are ably assisted by girls from the Dover 

Grammar School for Girls. The Girls’ School has been advised of the DVDs but, so far, I have 

not heard of any interest. The production is great fun. The two DVDs can be purchased for £20 

plus £2 p&p. 

Old Pharosians can no longer buy a 1905-2005 centenary tie from the School. However, an OP 

maroon tie can be obtained by sending a cheque for £7, payable to “DGSB”, to the School. This 

includes the cost of package & posting. 

The DVD Prize Giving One is offered at a cost of £10, plus £2 p&p (making £12). The DVD is 

based on a DVD created by Mrs Dorothy Mannall and covers some School activities during the 

time her son David (1991-98) was at the School. These include a Carol Service of 1993, Junior 

Prize Giving in 1992 and 1993, Middle School Prize Giving in 1995 and 1996. 

The hardback Fifty Years on 1931-1981 history of the School have all been sold but a CD 

computer version can be bought. The cost is £10, plus £2 p&p (making £12). 
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There are still plenty of copies of the booklet The Dover County School 1905 to 1931 at a cost 

of £4 including p&p. 

There are still a few tape video versions of The School on the Hill film, made in 1965, available 

from the School at the cost of £12 including p&p. A digital version of The School on the Hill is 

also offered on DVD at the same cost. My attempts to produce a “running sheet” of the film 

have made some small progress identifying the stars featured but there are still many people 

to be named and a few “double namings” that need to be resolved, even if only by a majority 

vote. Any help with the naming of people would be greatly appreciated. 

The Film Clips One DVD, consists of films made by the School Cine Club during the 1960s, 

and features many items including the Potter’s Wheel, the Grand Fete, Classroom and 

Blackboard fun, sport and games, Dover Castle, DGS Cine Club activities, Cars and Boats, 

tricks, A Typical Day. It is still available at the cost is £10, plus £2 p&p (making £12). 

The Film Clips Two DVD features three monochrome 8mm silent films created by teacher 

Archibald Coulson (1928-71). These include the Silver Jubilee of George V (06MAY1935), the 

School Cadet Corps camp at Sandwich in AUG1935 and another Sandwich camp, possibly in 

1938. In addition there are two more School films from the 1960s. The cost is £10, plus £2 p&p 

(making £12). 

Outline running-sheets have been produced for the Film Clips DVDs and, as for The School on 

the Hill film, the identity of the participants in the films would be greatly appreciated by your 

archivist. 

The Bolton Cartoons of twelve teachers referred to in the JUL2013 issue of the Newsletter can 

be obtained in two forms, hardcopy or digital format. The first hardcopy option is a set of twelve 

A4 sheets with the two versions (both “darted” and cleaned-up), for each teacher on a sheet, 

at £15 plus £2 p&p (£17); or twenty four A4 sheets with each of the images on its own sheet, 

costing £20 plus £3 p&p (£23). Alternatively, the images can be emailed to you at a cost of £12. 

There are only limited numbers of the hardcopy versions available. 

Peter Burville (1946-51), Archivist Ephemitus. 

 

Extract from Terry Sutton’s diary - 1947 

Terry Sutton, (1940-47) reading his diary for May 1947, came across this entry. He was in 

Sixth Economics: 

"Did HW (homework?) in PS (private studies?). Dinner rotten, didn't eat much. 

In evening out to River to play tennis with the gang. Saw Booth (headmaster J.C.Booth). 

Home about 11 pm." 

Next day diary entry: 

"Still no papers (National Service calling up papers expected). Go to school. Told to see 

headmaster. Booth told me off for not wearing my school cap last night. I had to promise I 

would wear it in future!" 

Terry now comments: “Just imagine. One month from going in the army and told to wear a 

school cap. And when I joined up in June I had to wear my army hat. What a life!” 
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FaceBook discussions and comments 

Jeremy ‘Jez’ Fox 

Dave Winter - Visual storyteller 15 January - Tell me, was Jeremy Fox ex-DGSB?

 

James McGarrigle If memory serves two of his promises were beer at 2p a pint and free toilet 

paper for pensioners 

Simon James Chisholm James McGarrigle sign me up                     
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Kevin Black https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-30026297/bbc-rewind-the-silly-

party?fbclid=IwAR0TH4RSXo-Iokkn3pTWKB-8JkVLZO_39eXm-

tXGPZbDmgw6Nz1vI9ONYXg 

Filmed in Dover 

Kevin Black Which school were the girls from? 

Chris King I don't recall Jez being at DGSB. I voted for him         

Chris King RIP 

James McGarrigle Already? 

Kevin Black Lynnette just added below that he died a few years ago 

Kevin Black Dave Winter Does this help?  

 

Lynnette Morley-Norrs Yes he was at the boys grammar school. 

Ian Pascall What a character. I remember contributing to his election deposit fund which 

unsurprisingly he lost! 

Dave Winter Wasn't it only about a hundred quid back then? 

Derek Mathieson I remember his election slogan. “Be sensible - vote Silly” 

Dave Winter Weren't you once on the same pub pool team as him and he turned up at 

then opposition pub with a sawn-off shotgun? 

Derek Mathieson Dave Winter. Well I was but I don’t recall him turning up for a pool 

match with anything other than a pool cue. Where did you hear that? 

Dave Winter Must have been a weird dream (like that time I imagined I'd seen Scotland 

win a game at a World Cup). 

Carl Jepson Dave Winter - as a minor candidate from 1979 General Election (great 

turnout though at 80%) Jeremy Fox is now cropping up in your dreams too. Is there 

anything else you need to tell us? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-30026297/bbc-rewind-the-silly-party?fbclid=IwAR0TH4RSXo-Iokkn3pTWKB-8JkVLZO_39eXm-tXGPZbDmgw6Nz1vI9ONYXg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-30026297/bbc-rewind-the-silly-party?fbclid=IwAR0TH4RSXo-Iokkn3pTWKB-8JkVLZO_39eXm-tXGPZbDmgw6Nz1vI9ONYXg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-30026297/bbc-rewind-the-silly-party?fbclid=IwAR0TH4RSXo-Iokkn3pTWKB-8JkVLZO_39eXm-tXGPZbDmgw6Nz1vI9ONYXg
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Kevin Black Ian Pascall & Lynnette Morley-Norrs did either of you hear anything of 

Jeremy Fox after the election/pub pool mentioned above? Often with a character like 

that, the story continues 

Lynnette Morley-Norrs Kevin Black . He died a few years ago. My husband was a very 

good friend of his. And has lots of stories of Jez I’m sure 

Paul Skelton Indeed, he unfortunately died whilst walking home from I believe the Louis 

Armstrong after a bit of a bender. I believe he passed out on the way home after sitting 

on a wall for a rest and choked on his own vomit. 

Kevin Black Such a shame. Nevertheless, the fact that we are discussing his political 

activities 40 years later, and his candidacy has been mentioned online around the world, 

he must be considered a Dover Grammar legend. 

Derek Mathieson I emigrated in 2004.Pretty sure he passed away before I left - maybe 

a year or 2 before. Was a very talented actor and was also a member of the iconic band 

‘Harry Helmet and the Large Portions’ 

Paul Skelton His real reason for standing was actually to get more votes than the 

National Front candidate, which as you can see, although he still lost his deposit, he 

managed with room to spare. 

Larry Thomas Yes, he was in the 6th Form when I started in 1971. 

 

DGSB entry criteria 

Dave Winter - Visual storyteller · 12 June at 07:53 

Apologies to all you many fresh-faced youngsters who are members of this group, but I'd like 

people to cast their minds back to those dim, distant days of 1975. 

In those days (though feel free to tell me the process in previous and subsequent years), what 

was the criteria for getting into DGSB? 

Was it the 11 Plus? Entrance exam? I've got it into my mind that pupils were accepted on the 

basis of recommendation by their primary school headteacher. Obviously parents would fill 

out a form stating their preferences, but each local school had some sort of quota of DGSB 

places based upon a number of factors (distance from DGSB, site of school, performance of 

past pupils etc). Or did I imagine that? 

Paul Chalmers I arrived for the last term of the third year in 1976, I had passed my 11+ but 

they made me sit an entrance exam as well 

Howard Golding I'll ask mum. She did the liaison with the primary schools. 

Phil Bradley 1974 - Head teachers recommendation backed by Kent Tests taken at primary 

school, 3rd and 4th years I think        (St Martin’s) 

John Allingham At River we had to do a project on the evolution of man for the headmaster. 

My dad went to great lengths to record the radio broadcast it was based on in the belief it was 
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the single most important piece of evidence the headmaster used to make his 

recommendation 

Keith Tolputt I remember doing that project, but didn’t realise that it was part of the 

admissions process. I remember Mrs Salter telling us to make sure that we had a good night’s 

sleep, the day before the 11+! 

Carl Jepson Parental preferences plus exams (at least two) at Barton Road I seem to 

remember. 

Howard Golding Gentlemen. 

From my mother. I joined in 76. 

You did the Kent Test, like 11 +. You scored 115, as did Martin. If l remember right the top 

20% in yr year took score down to 112. Top pos was 130 but cut off varied every year. X 

Carl Jepson Thanks Mrs Golding - please pass on my regards Howard 

Howard Golding Carl Jepson will do! 

Neil Ivor Wiggins From 1978, everyone in my year at primary did the Kent Test. My mother 

is not aware of any other criteria under which I might have got in. 

Peter Frater I went to DGSB aged 11 in 1963. I think Manwoods paid DGSB to take me so I 

didn’t apply there.... 

Dave Winter I think Manwoods was down as second choice, but would either DGSB or 

Manwoods accept someone who hadn't put them down as first choice? I'm guessing Walmer 

Sec would have been third choice, but they didn't even offer O Levels there! 

Ray Finlayson Peter Frater didn't choose Manwoods as you had to go to school on Saturday 

mornings. 

Peter Frater Ray Finlayson Absolutely, and had to wear a straw boater... 

Dave Winter How were the catchment areas decided. I mean, I've always had the impression 

that Aylesham was more Canterbury than Dover. Did Aylesham kids go to school in 

Canterbury too? 

Ray Finlayson Dave Winter certainly had Aylesham kids in our year. Phil Hughes springs to 

mind. 

Dave Winter I think there were 3 or 4 in each class/house the year I started. I don't recall 

anyone from Folkestone though. 

Dave Winter Cheers everyone. I moved to Kent in Jan 1975, so only did two terms at primary 

school in the county (Ringwould). I'm pretty sure I sat the 11+ in London and because the 

headmaster at Ringwould didn't like me, I think my former headmaster in London wrote my 

recommendation. We were two from Ringwould Primary to join DGSB in September 1975, 

myself and Dave Virgin. Not many, but in the final year at Ringwould (I don't understand this 

year 9, year 10 business), there were 36 in the class- but only 10 were boys. You'd think this 

would have made me a natural with girls in later life, but I believe it made me more Father 

Dougal McGuire 
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Carl Jepson Me think you doth protest too much. In these very annals I seem to remember 

you rather a hit with a certain young lady from Astor ( all rather dashing in a Bill Wyman sort 

of way). 

Dave Winter What, you mean the girl who has NO recollection of me whatsoever? Maybe 

she wiped the whole thing from her memory as some sort of bad Father Jack type 

experience. 

Clive Pilcher A very entertaining thread for those geriatrics like me, who went to DGSB in 

1964, when 11+ was the only criterion for entry. Probably just as well, as I don’t think my 

primary head would have recommended me       

Dan Donnelly I'll second that, Clive. One day we were assembled without preparation for IQ 

& comprehension tests, the 11+. Best way, no stress for pupils nor parents. Clive & myself sat 

1 year early too. Toughest part was running the gauntlet of Astor Ave in obligatory cap as 

much of the community regarded us as 'grammar snobs'! 

Clive Pilcher Dan I could sprint in those days, couldn’t do it now! 

Dan Donnelly Missing the bus and pursued by a gang over Noah's Ark to Coombe Valley, I 

once feigned a broken leg. Like a bee's sting, technique may only be used once 

Clive Pilcher I used to go out by the top gate, marginally safer that way       

Ray Finlayson I started in 1968 and didn't take the 11 plus. I think this was the first year the 

11 plus was abandoned but not sure. We did do some tests at South Deal primary but was 

not aware it was anything to do with school selection and we certainly never heard the exact 

results. I assume teachers and headmaster plus test results were the deciding factor. Me, 

Nick Taylor and Tony Kendrick were selected for DGSB and one boy went to Manwoods. 

Everyone else went to the local secondarys in Deal and Walmer. 

Jason Rifat Moved to Whitfield '74 and Archers Court was the nearest, got 3 house points in 

the first week plus "only pupil who didnt try to immolate a teacher" award. they packed me off 

to DGSB , no questions. 

Gavin Shopland St Radigunds did 3 rounds with Joe Bugner, followed by the 11+ in 1975         

Jim Fairfax It was the 11+ or Kent test, but also at some point the Dover Test was introduced 

and was still be sat by pupils 5 years ago when I was at a local grammar school. The reason 

for the Dover test was because there are a higher percentage of grammar places in Dover 

than some other areas. 

Jim Fairfax However, in 1974/5 when I joined my dad was a local primary head (Melbourne) 

and told me it was on the test results. There was a panel of head teachers- which he chaired 

one year- and they also had decisions based on recommendations. I assume this was 

because there was space after the 11+ passes had been allocated. My brother was top male 

in his year- as my dad likes to let me know. I was not! 

Steve Howard I joined 1975, All I remember is being given a booklet with some interesting 

puzzles in (no one told me what it was for) and then learning because I'd done quite well in it I 

... well my parents, should apply to DGSB and some other grammar schools. 

Andrew Soppitt Steve Howard same for me! 
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School ties 

Dave Winter - Visual storyteller · 30 April 

Flashback number 2. 

 

Dave Winter Though they should probably be the other way round, to illustrate chronological 

order. 

Ray Finlayson The 6th form tie got burnt on the last day in 1975        

Robert Mitchell-king Those ties look in pristine condition. Here's my lower school tie as it 

ended up in 1965 at the end of the 5th form!!! 6th form tie is also around somewhere. 
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Ian Fuggle Are you turning out your wardrobe? 

Dave Winter Yes, I'm looking for the receipt that you signed in 1981 that promised to repay the 

50p that I lent you. 

Dave Winter Mine are pristine, right down to the name tags sewn on by my mother. 

Ian Fuggle Mine can be viewed weekdays 9.00am - 5.00pm at the museum of Ian Fuggle in 

Deal. 

Dave Winter No problem with social distancing there. 

Tony Lyons Go Priory      

Carl Jepson Did each House have its own tie - I can’t remember the other colours - Mine is 

like this one Priory. 

Dave Winter All the same, no? 

Tony Lyons Each colour in the diagonal stripe represented a different house: Priory - light blue, 

Astor - red, Frith - blue, Park - green. God knows how I remember that, but I think that's right. 

Neil Ivor Wiggins Tony Lyons yep, correct. I was in Astor, red. 

Dave Winter But the colours were always in the same order on the tie, whatever your house? 

Neil Ivor Wiggins yes, as far as I remember, they were. Ties purchased from George Lock, I 

don't recall asking for, or being supplied with, a tie that was specific to the house I was going to 

be in. I only remember the badges being house specific. 

Alan Dalley Wow I remember these and I still have my 6th form tie. Left in 1976 but still have 

great memories of my time at the school 

Alan Dalley Still have my prefects badge as well          

Dave Winter Badges? Badges? We don't need no stinkin' badges. 

Alan Dalley Dave Winter oh yes and ......school colours! 

Paul Hannent Alan Dalley we only had ties 

Dave Winter Nowadays, I wear a tie about once every five years when I need to attend an 

elderly relative's funeral. 

Keith Tolputt I still wear a tie to work, if only distance myself from ‘trendy’ senior management. 

My lower school tie is still in a drawer, but my 6th form tie barely lasted a year after leaving 

school as I made the fatal mistake of trying to iron it... 

Carl Jepson Me too - even during the summer in Sydney. Mr Bird would still approve - top 

button buttoned and the correct length. 

Ashley Frater Weirdly I find myself wanting to wear a DGSB tie now, any idea if there is an old 

Pharosian tie I can buy? 

Peter Futcher Ashley Frater there used to be a maroon one with the logo for OP.... I have 

one... but they changed some of the ties and stopped doing the music and sport ones etc a 

while back if I recall.... 
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Peter Futcher And George Locks is no longer there! 

Ashley Frater Peter Futcher thanks for sharing, I did try googling George Lock, that’s a shame 

John Robertson Ashley Frater , OP maroon ties are still available for the princely sum of £7, 

including post and packing. Normally they are available from the school. However, as we are 

currently working out what the 'new normal' looks like I would wait until schools have fully 

returned before trying to order one. 

Ashley Frater John Robertson thanks John, much appreciated 

Dave Winter Is there also a service for having my O Levels upgraded slightly? 

Carl Jepson So Dave Winter they never made you a Prefect then? 

Dave Winter I made a conscious decision not to be one! I started 6th form in September 1980 

and if I recall correctly, this was the first year that wannabee prefects made a written application 

to become one (the idea being that it was a sort of dry-run for applying for a job, with a 

subsequent interview). Given that I had no particular desire to be able to hand out lines to young 

pupils, nor felt that it would mean anything on any future university of job application, I didn't 

ask to become one. That said, I believe I might be the only former DGSB pupils to be turned 

down for a job at Customs, so maybe that's the reason why. 

Paul Morris I moved to the 6th form in 1983 and remember having to write an application letter. 

I recall at the time thinking that this was a bit over-kill and resented (in my over-privileged 

teenage way) having to apply at all - weren’t they lucky to have me after all? 

I remember others being more principled (Jamie Sadler for one) and secretly admired him for 

not applying. 

I confess I too was concerned about future job interviews and accusations of ‘disruptor’ rather 

than ‘free spirit’. Clearly didn’t do Jamie any harm, who made a successful career in the police 

if I recall. 

On the tie front, sadly mine have all long since disappeared. I do recall a sports rep tie (with 

white pin-striping) and a ‘colours’ blazer badge, in addition to the sixth form and lower school 

ties (VERY smart!). 
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Obituaries. 

 

Jim E Halsey - 1946 - 1952 

From Tony Bradley 

We reported the sad news of Jim’s death in the last newsletter.  Tony Bradley, a contemporary 

of Jim’s sent this tribute to him: 

For those who knew him at school in the late 40s and early 50s, the sad news of Jim Halsey's 

passing will have brought back vivid memories of someone who was the outstanding actor in 

the school in those years. His first role was as Jim Hawkins, the young hero in Denis Weaver's 

production of Treasure Island for the junior dramatic society in 1947. Later in the same year, 

he stepped into the role of Olivia, in Twelfth Night, where he "took the part at a few weeks’ 

notice, (and) proved himself to be a very capable actor". Early in 1948, in a second junior 

production (of Sherriff's Badger's Green) he "made a great success as Dr Wetherly" and the 

reviewer "was glad to see that the charming Olivia was equally good in a man's part". 

In December 1948 came Shaw's Saint Joan. To quote the review in The Pharos, "The title role 

demands a high standard of artistry from a young actor, and J. Halsey, as Joan, brought out 

clearly both the material and spiritual sides of Joan's character. His fine voice and eager 

expressive face were particularly moving in the great trial scene, and his sincere absorption in 

the part made all his appearances memorable, firing other characters to give of their best and 

making us understand Joan's power to inspire courage in the faint-hearted" A year later came 

a less challenging role in Capek's drama R.U.R., about robots who took over the world. 

And then, in 1950 came Julius Caesar. To quote again from the review, "Upon Brutus a heavier 

burden lay, both in the greater complexity of the character and in the length of time on the stage. 

J.E. Halsey, whom we had seen in previous years as the youthful Lady Olivia and a vigorous 

and inspired St Joan, alone had complete freedom in the speaking of the blank verse, and was 

experienced enough to vary the pace of his lines, to taste the poetry of the words, to speak as 

if he were in truth reflecting". 

A quick glance at The Pharos revealed that Halsey in 1951 was awarded the Rookwood Prize 

for drama and the Upper School reading prize, and in 1952 a State Scholarship in geography 

and economics. Years later, I met Jim again at an Old Pharosians reunion in London: this was 

not an occasion for us to reminisce at length, and all he said about his career after the London 

School of Economics was that he'd not done much acting since leaving school! Fortunately, it 

is not too late for the Newsletter to contain this record of the remarkable abilities that Jim 

displayed as an actor on the school stage. 

From Tony Bradley, 1945-52:  email: awbradley@aol.com 
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John Talbot 

From Terry Sutton 

Sad to report the death, on Sunday 22nd March (yesterday), of John "Shooney" Talbot of 

Kearsney, Dover in a Canterbury nursing home. He was one of our old boys (Ebbw Vale) and 

possibly a member of the OPA. He was aged about 80+ and had been unwell for several 

months. 

He was a character and may be remembered by some when, at the annual OP's dinner one 

year, he stood up and publicly castigated the then headmaster who, he considered, had 

commented unfairly on the activities of the OPs during the head's keynote speech. 

John, who served in the RAF, was an expert on flight communications and after RAF service 

was employed touring parts of the world (USA mostly) drawing up lucrative contracts for his 

Rochester employers. 

He was very interested in Jazz, gave talks about it and played a ?trumpet? in the Bod Bowles 

(another old boy) band at the Louis Armstrong pub. 

He left DGSB early by telling the head (JC Booth) that his parents were divorcing resulting in 

him leaving Dover. Quite untrue but the head "understood" and John departed---for a very 

active life. 

His son, Professor Steven Talbot (Brighton uni) (another old boy) held (and still holds?) school 

athletic records. Steven gave a speech at prize giving one year. 

 

Jonathan Wright 

David Cornelius shared a link 16 January 

Not sure who knew Jonathan Wright? Sadly, he recently died. He was a prominent musician 

at the school late 70's and early 80’s. 

 

Story Date: December 17, 2019  - From Pomona College Website 
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We are deeply saddened to share the news that Professor Jonathan Wright passed away 

suddenly last night. 

The William A. Hilton Zoology Professor and Professor of Biology, Wright will be remembered 

for his enormous enthusiasm for both science and music—both of which he was equally gifted 

and dedicated—as well as his unsurpassed ability to communicate not only his encyclopedic 

knowledge in his chosen field of comparative physiology, but also his untiring sense of wonder 

at the big and little mysteries he had devoted his life to studying. 

As one of his recent students noted, his knowledge and enthusiasm inspired his students “to 

see and explore how science can make the seemingly mundane seem incredible.” 

 

Professor Wright in the classroom. 

A native of Great Britain, Wright earned his B.A., M.A. and D.Phil. degrees from Oxford 

University before coming first to Canada, then to the United States, where he spent five years 

on the faculty of Northern State University in Aberdeen, S.D., before coming to Pomona in 1998. 

At Pomona, he rose to hold the title of the William Atwood Hilton Professor of Zoology. Wright 

was a two-time winner of the Wig Distinguished Professor Award for Excellence in Teaching in 

2001 and 2009. 

One student who nominated Wright in 2009 wrote: “Jonathan Wright cares so much about his 

students. A true mentor, role-model, and friend to his pupils, as well as an excellent professor 

and an incredibly knowledgeable biologist and natural historian.” 

Another student wrote in 2001 that Wright “… is one of the nicest guys I've met on campus. He 

is extremely passionate about what he teaches, and that passion rubs off on his students (I can 

now see the ‘beauty’ in a cockroach). … He is extremely knowledgeable in just about anything. 

Students have a running joke in trying to stump him with a question he can't answer.” 

Yet another student noted: “Dr. Wright is not only a fantastic teacher, he genuinely cares about 

all students' success and strives to help in any way he can … walking through Bernard Field 

Station with him is so much fun because everywhere you go, he has something interesting to 

say about the surrounding flora and fauna. I enjoyed having him as a professor to the point 

where I have built my schedule for next semester around taking the other class that he teaches.” 

Wright was an active scholar, he was also a deeply engaged member of the College community, 

serving in the past as associate dean of the college and as chair of the Biology Department. 

Recipient of numerous grants for his research from such organizations as the National Science 

Foundation, Wright also served on numerous committees, including the Faculty Advisory 

Committee for the Bernard Field Station. 

His life as a musician was just as important to him as his love of science. Having studied 

classical violin from an early age, he performed regularly in orchestral, chamber and solo 
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repertories. In Claremont, he played with the Pomona College Symphony, the faculty string 

quartet Euphoria, a violin-piano duo and other ad-hoc ensembles. 

 

Gordon Wallace – 1961 - 64 

Posted on Facebook – 9 May 2020 

David Wallace - Photo of my Dad Gordon Wallace who died yesterday aged 88 - teacher at 

the Grammar School 1961-64 I think. His write-up (in school Mag I guess) here too - 

charmingly old-school from the Head Teacher whose name I don't recall right now. 

'Gordon Wallace came to us in September 1961 immediately after 

taking an Honours degree in Geography at Oxford. 

He was then about thirty years old, having previously received a 

general degree at Glasgow and followed this by service with the 

Army in Malaya and with the Colonial Service in Nigeria. 

He thus obtained a varied experience of particular value in teaching 

geography. His interest in the subject could be described as at once 

highly academic and genuinely practical; he read authoritative 

writers and tested their views by his own observational experience. 

He regarded boys as responsive individuals deserving unfailing 

courtesy. This is teaching the hard way, but it is the only way in 

which the ideals of education can bear fruit. 

Now he leaves us to take a post with the British Council. We are very sorry to lose him and 

we wish him well.' 

 

Philip Clements 

From Terry Sutton 

National newspapers report the death, in Romania, in May of 81-year-old Philip Clements who 

was one of our Old Boys who often hit the headlines. 

Philip, who was in Country House at school, became a Church of England priest, served at one 

stage at the Duke of York's School, occasionally preached at St Mary's, Dover and was the 

parish priest at Eastry. 

During this time he met a young Romanian boy, 54 years his junior. There was a "romance," 

he eventually married the young man and they went to live in Bucharest where he died in May. 

It is reported he left a considerable inheritance to the young man he called his husband. 

None of the national media seems to have picked up the information he was educated at Dover 

Grammar School for Boys. 

 
 

 


